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AI for Literature & Evidence
How to use AI across a review safely, and the one mistake to never make.
	An AI is not a search engine
Ask it to “find papers on” a topic and it may invent references that do not exist. At this stage while the technology is still new, it’s still the most reliable method to find papers with proper tools; use AI only on papers you already have.



The tools, by task
•  Find:  databases (PubMed, Embase, Scopus) plus Semantic Scholar. Nothing replaces a proper search.
•  Screen:  Covidence (check your library), Rayyan (free), ASReview (open source).
•  Extract:  Elicit, as a second extractor alongside a person.
•  Quick check:  Consensus for the balance of evidence; not for a formal review.
The catch
As a primary search, one leading AI tool found only about 40% of relevant papers, against about 95% for traditional searching (Lau and Golder, 2025). AI supplements a proper search; it does not replace it.
•  Record the tool, version, date and what you used it for.
Find with tools built for finding; synthesise with AI on verified material.
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