CDU ICT, CYBER SECURITY & DIGITAL  /  AI FOR RESEARCH  /  RESEARCH PRACTICE

Prompting for Research
Clear instructions to a capable helper. The habits that make AI output accurate and useful.
	The parts of a good prompt
•  Task.  What you want done.
•  Context.  Your situation, audience, and what you have already done.
•  Role (optional).  Who the AI should write as, e.g. an epidemiologist for a non-specialist.
•  Format.  Length, a table, plain English, placeholders to fill in.



Five techniques
•  Give context:  one or two sentences turns a textbook answer into yours.
•  Set a role:  an expert persona pitches the answer better.
•  Think step by step:  improves reasoning and stats interpretation.
•  Show an example:  paste one completed example to fix the format.
•  Build in safety:  “only use what I provide; do not invent citations; flag uncertainty with [VERIFY]”.
	If the first answer misses
Do not start over. Say what is wrong and ask again in the same chat: “too long, halve it”; “the third point is wrong because…”. The next answer is almost always better.



A good prompt is an instruction you would give a capable new colleague.
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